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than physical abuse, is more likely to negatively affect a mother’s parenting, which in 
turn is related to children’s behaviors. The researchers report that a mother’s experi-
ence with psychological abuse is significantly related to a child’s antisocial behavior. 
Children in middle childhood begin to identify with the aggressor and act in emo-
tionally aggressive ways toward their mothers. Yet female victims identify positive 
and negative impacts on their parenting from domestic violence (Levendosky, Lynch, 
and Graham-Bermann 2000). Battered women report that their emotional feelings or 
concerns make parenting difficult, noting the reduced amount of quality time or emo-
tional energy they can devote to their children. But these women also report increased 
empathy and caring toward their children. Researchers suggest that battered women 
actively work to protect their children from the effects of violence in their household.

Child Abuse and Neglect

Some children are subject to abuse and neglect in their families. While physical, 
sexual, and emotional abuses are often identified, cases of neglect often go unno-
ticed. Physical abuse is defined as nonaccidental physical injury, from bruising to 
death; on the other hand, neglect is characterized by a failure to provide for a 
child’s basic needs (e.g., healthy regular meals), and it can be physical, educational 
(failure to enroll a school-age child in school, allowing chronic truancy), or emo-
tional (spousal abuse in the child’s presence, permitting drug or alcohol use by the 
child, inattention to a child’s needs for affection) in nature (Child Welfare Infor-
mation Gateway 2007).
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needs

SOURCE: U.S. Bureau of Justice Statistics 2012.

Figure 7.1  �Percentage of households experiencing nonfatal intimate partner violence 
where children under age 12 resided, by gender of victim, 2001–2005
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